
Philosophy 110 
Extra Credit Assignment (up to 10 Points) 
Spring 2019 
 
Due date: Sunday, 6/9/19, by 11:59 pm. 
 
Instructions: Read the following article (from “Philosophy of Natural Science” by Carl 
Hempel) and answer the questions at the questions below.  
 
1. What problem is Ignaz Semmelweis trying to find the causal explanation for? 
 
2. A hypothesis is a proposed explanation of an event. Hypotheses are rejected when they are contradicted 
by specific facts. Identify all of the hypotheses that Semmelweis considered but ultimately rejected. 
 
3. For each of the hypotheses identified above (in question 2), identify all of the specific facts that caused 
each hypothesis to be rejected. 
 
4. Identify the hypothesis that Semmelweis finally accepted as correct. 
 
5. Identify all the specific facts that caused the accepted hypothesis (in question 4) to be considered 
correct. 
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